
 

 
At its meeting on 15 April 2015, the Sustainable Development Committee considered the business referred to below.  The 
Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the Committee has 
exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 
Item Title Agenda 

Number 
 

Committee’s Decision 

Minute of Meeting 
of 4 February 2015 
 

1 The Minute of Meeting of 4 February 2015 was approved. 
 

Minute of Meeting 
of Fisheries Joint 
Consultative 
Committee of 20 
March 2015 
 

2 The Minute of Meeting of Fisheries Joint Consultative Committee of 20 March 2015 
was noted.  
 
 

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

3 The Chairman declared an interest in item 11 as Chairman of the Leader LAG and 
left the meeting during consideration of the matter. 
Mr Norman M Macleod declared an interest in item 7 as a Board Member of Tighean 
Innse Gall and left the meeting during consideration of the matter. 
 

Performance 
Management 
2014/15:  Quarter 4 
 

4 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle continue to scrutinise Business 
Plan performance through Interplan and through engagement with the Quarter 4 
Performance Monitoring Presentation.  
 

Outer Hebrides 
Local Development 
Plan:  Development 
Plan Scheme 2015: 
Outer Hebrides 
Local Development 
Plan 
 

5 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the Outer Hebrides 
Development Plan Scheme 2015 as detailed in the Appendix to the Report and that 
opportunities for communities and individuals to engage with the process be 
publicised. 

SNH Consultation 
on Carbon Rich 
Soils, Deep Peat 
and Priority 
Peatland Habitats 
Map. 
 

6 It was agreed to approve the response to the Scottish Natural Heritage Consultation 
on Carbon Rich Soils, Deep Peat and Priority Peatland Habitats Map as detailed in 
Appendix 1 to the Report. 

The Committee determined the above matter on behalf of the Comhairle in 
accordance with Paragraph 17 of the Scheme of Administration to enable the 
submission to made by the response deadline on the basis that the 
recommendation was not contentious and did not breach a major policy 
consideration of the Comhairle. 

 
Fuel Poverty Action 
Plan Progress 
Update 
 
 

7 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle: 

(1) note the progress update;  and 

(2) agree to reappoint Tighean Innse Gall as the Managing Agent for the 
Home Energy Efficiency Scotland: Areas Based Schemes (HEEPS:ABS) 
for 2015/16 subject to no other party expressing an interest following 
publication of a Voluntary Ex Ante Transparency Notice  
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Promoting Best 
Practice for Inshore 
Fisheries: A 
Consultation on 
Measures for 
Hobby/Unlicensed 
Fishermen in 
Scottish Inshore 
Waters. 
 

8 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree to approve the draft 
response to the Scottish Government Consultation on Promoting Best Practice for 
Inshore Fisheries: A Consultation on Measures for Hobby/Unlicensed Fishermen in 
Scottish Inshore Waters as detailed in the Appendix to the Report. 
 

Consultation on 
Proposed 
Conservation 
Measures to 
Introduce a 
Licensing System 
for Wild Salmon in 
Scotland 
 

9 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the draft response to the 
consultation on proposed conservation measures to introduce a licensing system for 
wild salmon in Scotland contained in Appendix 1 to the Report. 
 

Review of Inshore 
Fisheries Groups 
 

10 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the draft response to the 
Scottish Government Review of Inshore Fisheries Groups as detailed in Section 6 to 
the Report. 
 

LEADER and 
EMFF Programme 
2014-2020:  Outer 
Hebrides Allocation 
 

11 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the Report;  and 
 
(2) authorise the Director of Development, in consultation with the Chief 

Executive and the Director of Finance and Corporate Resources, to develop 
a Memorandum of Understanding in relation to the roles of the LAG, FLAG 
and the Comhairle. 

 
Stornoway 
Spaceport 
 

12 3.1 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle agree to note the current situation 
and authorise the Director of Development to continue to investigate the potential 
around the Spaceport proposal. 
 

Transfer of 
Economic 
Development Units 
in Balivanich to 
Housing Services 
 

13 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle agree to the proposal to convert the Business Unit at 26 Winfield 
Way, Balivanich, back into a domestic property for use as Temporary Homeless 
Accommodation and to transfer responsibility of this unit, along with the properties at 
24 and 43 Winfield Way, from Economic Development to Housing Services. 
 

Hebridean Way 
Project Update 
 

14 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle  

(1) note the current progress regarding the Hebridean Way project; and  

(2) delegate to the Director of Development, in consultation with the Chair of the 
Sustainable Development Committee and the Chief Executive, to finalise 
and conclude arrangements for the formal launch of the Hebridean Way 
project.  

 
Scottish Local 
Authorities 
Economic 
Development 
(SLAED) Indicators 
Framework Report 
2013/14 
 

15 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle welcome the Scottish Local 
Authorities’ Economic Development Indicators Framework 2013/2014 report and 
note the performance of the Economic Development service against the 2013/14 
Indicators Framework. 

Launch of 
“Scotland’s 
Economic Strategy” 
 

16 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 

(1) note the launch of ‘Scotland’s Economic Strategy’ by the Scottish 
Government; and  

 
(2) authorise the Director of Development to contribute to the Outer Hebrides 

Community Planning Partnership Economic Regeneration Strategy to ensure 
that it is consistent with the approach outlined in the refreshed Scottish 
Government Economic Strategy. 

 



 
Udal Project 
Update 
 

17 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the progress of the Udal Project and the additional funding and 

commitment from Historic Scotland;  and 
 
(2) agree that further updated reports would be presented to the Committee as 

the project develops. 
 

Revision of Library 
Services and 
Charges 2015/16 
 

18 It was agreed to recommended that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) note the amendment concerning DVD Fiction Charges;  and 
 
(2) approve the ‘Library Services and Charges’ 2015/16 appended to the 

Report. 
 

Adult Literacies 
Partnership 
Agreement 
 

19 It was agreed to recommended that the Comhairle: 
 
(1) agree the Partnership Agreement between the Comhairle and Cothrom Ltd. 

in relation to adult literacies for the period from 1 April 2015 to 31 March 
2016;  and 

 
(2) approve the payment of grant to Cothrom Ltd. of £30k. 
 

Application for 
Financial 
Assistance:  
Fisheries 
Investment 
Scheme:   
 

20* It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve loan assistance of £32,500 
to applicant AB from the Revolving Loan Fund (Fisheries Investment Scheme) at 6% 
interest, repayable over 8 years subject to standard scheme conditions and 
submission of the following: 
 
(1) a satisfactory Vessel Survey; 
(2) a MCA Certificate; 
(3) all vessel documentation - certificate of registry, licence, insurance;  and 
(4) evidence of full funding package.  

 
The Committee determined the above matter on behalf of the Comhairle in 
accordance with Paragraph 17 of the Scheme of Administration to enable the loan 
funding to be released on the basis that the recommendation was not contentious 
and did not breach a major policy consideration of the Comhairle. 
 

Application for 
Financial 
Assistance:  
Revolving Loan 
Fund 
 
 

21* It was agreed to recommended that the Comhairle approve: 
 
(1) Revolving Loan Fund assistance of £30k repayable over 36 months at 6% 

interest, representing a maximum of 50% of eligible project costs to applicant 
CD, subject to standard scheme conditions, satisfactory references and such 
other considtions as the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Director of 
Development shall determine, including, eithout prejudice to the foregoing 
generality, the following conditions: 

(i) evidence of all required permits and consents; 
(ii) agreement of a repayment schedule with creditors; 
(iii) submission of monthly management accounts to the end of each 

month by the 15th of the following month; 
(iv) monthly progress meetings between EF, CD and Business Gateway 

to take place following release of funding, becoming bi-monthly then 
quarterly when appropriate; 

(v) attendance at relevant Business Gateway business skills workshops;  
(vi) outstanding Non-Domestic Rates debt being addressed through a 

repayment schedule agreed with the Director of Finance and 
Corporate Resources; and  

 
(2) a second tranche of Revolving Loan Fund assistance of up to £10k, 

repayable over 36 months at 6%, conditional on achieving the following 
milestones: 

(i) sales of £20k; 
(ii) creditors being repaid according the schedule laid out in the cashflow 

projection; and 
(3) profitability being maintained according to the profit and loss projections.  

 
The Committee determined the above matter on behalf of the Comhairle in 
accordance with Paragraph 17 of the Scheme of Administration to enable the 
loan funding to be released on the basis that the recommendation was not 
contentious and did not breach a major policy consideration of the Comhairle. 

 



 
Reports 
Outstanding 
 

22 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

 


